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EconEdLink Membership

You can now access CEE’s professional development webinars directly on 
EconEdLink.org! To receive these new professional development 
benefits, become an EconEdLink member. As a member, you will now be 
able to: 

• Automatically receive a professional development certificate via e-mail 
within 24 hours after viewing any webinar for a minimum of 45 minutes

• Register for upcoming webinars with a simple one-click process 
• Easily download presentations, lesson plan materials and activities for each 

webinar 
• Search and view all webinars at your convenience 
• Save webinars to your EconEdLink dashboard for easy access to the event

You may access our new Professional Development page here

https://econedlink.org/membership/
https://econedlink.org/professional-development/professional-development-upcoming/?view-by=dayGridMonth&currentStart=2020-Mar-1&activeStart=2020-Mar-1&activeEnd=2020-Apr-11


Professional Development Certificate

To earn your professional development certificate for this webinar, you must:

• Watch a minimum of 45-minutes and you will automatically receive a 
professional development certificate via e-mail within 24 hours.

Accessing resources: 

• You can now easily download presentations, lesson plan materials, and 
activities for each webinar from EconEdLink.org/professional-development/

http://www.econedlink.org/professional-development


Objectives
• EWBAT: Engage in a critical Discussion about whether 

or not “Black history” is “American history”.

• EWBAT: Discuss and Identify the 6 elements needed 
to evolve Black history instruction and understading

• EWBAT: Reflect on current practices and Plan for 
future instructional practices with Black History



National Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.3

Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.7

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or 
solve a problem.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.9

Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 
understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/9/


Norms

• It’s all LOVE

• Things may get uncomfortable…That’s okay.

• Just consider it.

• Chances are we will not solve all the problems 
here today.

• DO NOT let the work stop here.



Agenda

• Intro/Norms

• Zen PowerPoint

• Anchor text: “Black History is not…”/Black History 
vs. Black Historical Consciousness

• How are we thinking about Black history's role in 
schools? Is practice matching vision? Why or why 
not?

•  6 Black Historical Consciousness Principles



“Zen PowerPoint/Slides Presentations”

• A PowerPoint or slide presentation that has no words following the 

opening slide

• Pushes the presenter to find an image(s) that can convey entire ideas

• Challenges the presenter to know their content well enough that they 

can not use the words on a slide as support to their presentation

• Gives the audience a visual to connect with the learning 

• Fun 



Black History & American History

“‘Black history is American history’...While well 
intended, the saying is a non-controversial, 
palatable, and whitewashed discourse that 

maintains the status quo and interferes with 
truly improving Black History Education”

 (King, pg.335, 2020) 

“‘Black history is American history’ promotes a 
singular historical consciousness, which centers 
white people as the main protagonists and Black 
people and other non-Blacks as outliers of the 
American Narrative”.

(King, pg. 336, 2020)
1. How is Black history 

showing up in your space?
2. Are you seeing the results 

of Black history instruction 
paying off the ways you 
would like to see it? Why 
or why not?

“In other words, we have mostly 
taught about Black history and 
not through Black history. 
Teaching about Black history 
and people means that our 
knowledge of Black history 
comes from the perspective of 
white people, not Black people. 
Teaching about Black history 
sends a message that Black 
histories are defined through 
oppression and liberation”. 

(King, pg. 336, 2020)



Black Historical Consciousness

“Black Historical consciousness is an 
effort to understand, develop, and teach 

Black histories that recognize Black 
people’s humanity. It emphasizes 
pedagogical practices that seek to 

reimagine the legitimacy, selection, and 
interpretation of historical sources”

(King, pg.337, 2020)

Rewrite this definition in your own 
words, WITHOUT using any of the 

language from the above definition 
outside of Black history. 

“White epistemic logic 
situates history as just that: 
history, and not a the 
multiple histories that help 
to develop a historical 
consciousness. Therefore, 
Black histories are the goal 
instead of Black history”.

(King, pg. 337, 2020) 

“In dismantling white 
epistemic logic, we should 
ask the question: are we 
developing Black history 
through the oppressor's 
historical lens, or do our 
histories represent and 

center Black perspectives 
and voices”?

(How do you know?)
(King, pg. 337, 2020

 



6 Principles of 
Black Historical Consciousness

“I suggest we incorporate 
these six principles and 
pedagogies:
1. Systemic Power, 

Oppression, and Racism
2. Agency, Resistance, and 

Perseverance
3. Africa and the African 

Diaspora
4. Black Joy & Love
5. Black identities
6. Black historical contention



Systemic Power, Oppression, and 
Racism

“These ideas of power, oppression, and racism have to be understood as systemic and institutional, not 
individual or cosmetic.”

“Black history curriculum needs to conceptualize race, racism, white supremacy, and anti-Blackness to 
follow how power and oppression are created and sustained throughout society”.

(King, pg.338, 2020)



Agency, Resistance, and 
Perseverance

“...Black people have been victims or victimized by oppressive structures, but have never solely victims (i.e, 
helpless, defeated, and begging for charity, especially from white people”.

“Blackness is defined through…pain and suffering…Black suffering is normalized…Black suffering also constructs 
a sympathetic lens…”

“Black [A.R.P] topics include: African resistance to slavery, the abolitionist movement, experiences of free Black 
people, the maroon experience, Black reconstruction…the Black power movement, Black inventions”.

(King, pg.338, 2020)



African and the African Diaspora

“They establish the concept that Black histories should not begin with European contact but with ancient 
African civilizations”.

“Topics may include the African origin of humanity, civilization, kingdoms and dynasties, African 
explorers…the anti-colonial movement in Africa, the African presence in New Spain, France, and English 

colonies…impact of the Haitian revolution…”
(King, pg.338, 2020)



Black Joy & Love

“Black joy is a liberation and radical project that defied oppressive structures of the time. Black joy as Black history 
encompasses narratives that offer knowledge about Black culture that are not focused on hardship but sustain 

Black people’s spirit”.

“Black joy and love may include African and African American family dynamics; Black music, dance, and 
expression; African American cuisine; the arts, literature, and popular culture…”

(King, pg.339-340, 2020)



Black Identities

“Black histories in schools are largely geared towards Black males who are middle class, heterosexual, 
Christian, and able bodied. We need to expand those narratives”.

“We need to include history narratives of Black women, the Black LGBTQA communities, the Black poor 
and working-class, Black radicals and conservatism,and the various Black ethnic groups worldwide…This 

approach is vital because Black people are not monolithic”.
(King, pg.340, 2020)



Black Historical Content

“Black historical contention is the recognition that all Black histories are not positive. Black histories are 
complex and histories that are difficult should not be ignored”.

“Black histories have been problematic and susceptible to the evils of sexism, capitalism, and Black ethnic 
subjugation. To represent Black humanity, Black historical contention stresses that we should not merely 

teach and present positive Black stories and images”.
(King, pg.340, 2020)



6 Principles of 
Black Historical Consciousness

“I suggest we incorporate these 
six principles and pedagogies:
1. Systemic Power, 

Oppression, and Racism
2. Agency, Resistance, and 

Perseverance
3. Africa and the African 

Diaspora
4. Black Joy & Love
5. Black identities
6. Black historical contention



Link to Dr. LaGarrett King’s Article:



Thank YOU
Please reach out with any more questions of inquiries 

Dr. William Anderson



CEE Affiliates

https://www.councilforeconed.org/resources/local-affiliates/

https://www.councilforeconed.org/resources/local-affiliates/


Thank You to Our 
Sponsors!

 


