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Professional Development Certificate
To earn your professional development certificate for this webinar, you must: 

• Watch a minimum of 45-minutes and you will automatically receive a professional 
development certificate via e-mail within 24 hours. 

Accessing resources:  

• You can now easily download presentations, lesson plan materials, and 
activities for each webinar from EconEdLink.org/professional-development/ 

http://www.econedlink.org/professional-development


EconEdLink Membership

You can now access CEE’s professional development webinars directly on 
EconEdLink.org! To receive these new professional development 
benefits, become an EconEdLink member. As a member, you will now be 
able to:  

• Automatically receive a professional development certificate via e-mail 
within 24 hours after viewing any webinar for a minimum of 45 minutes 

• Register for upcoming webinars with a simple one-click process  
• Easily download presentations, lesson plan materials and activities for each 

webinar  
• Search and view all webinars at your convenience  
• Save webinars to your EconEdLink dashboard for easy access to the event 

You may access our new Professional Development page here 

https://econedlink.org/membership/
https://econedlink.org/professional-development/professional-development-upcoming/?view-by=dayGridMonth&currentStart=2020-Mar-1&activeStart=2020-Mar-1&activeEnd=2020-Apr-11
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National Standards

https://www.councilforeconed.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/voluntary-national-
content-standards-2010.pdf



Skills K.1 –C/E .1 The student will demonstrate skills for historical thinking, geographical analysis, economic decision making, and responsible 
citizenship by h) using a decision-making model to make informed decisions 

K.9 The student will a) recognize that people make choices because they cannot have everything they want; and b) explain that people work to 
earn money to buy the things they want. 

1.8 The student will explain that people make choices because they cannot have everything they want. 

1.9 The student will recognize that people save money for the future to purchase goods and services. 

2.9 The student will distinguish between the use of barter and the use of money in the exchange for goods and services. 

2.10 The student will explain that scarcity (limited resources) requires people to make choices about producing and consuming goods and services. 

3.10 The student will identify examples of making an economic choice and will explain the idea of opportunity cost (what is given up when making 
a choice). 

CE.11 The student will apply social science skills to understand how economic decisions are made in the marketplace by a) explaining that because 
of scarcity, consumers, producers,  
and governments must make choices, understanding that everyone’s choice has an  
opportunity cost 

CE.14 The student will apply social science skills to understand personal finance and career opportunities by c) identifying human capital such as 
abilities, skills, and education and the changing supply of and demand for them in the economy 

VIRGINIA HISTORY & SOCIAL SCIENCE STANDARDS OF LEARNING



Objectives
In this webinar attendees will: 

• Examine homelessness as it relates to children and children’s 
literature. 

• Explore children’s chapter books and identify the economic 
concepts related to homelessness situations found in them. 

• Learn how to use book content to teach age- appropriate lessons 
and activities based on choices and decision-making. 

• Share a bibliography listing related book titles. 

• Review and Discuss issues dealing with homelessness.



What is Homelessness?
Homelessness is not easily defined.  Some considerations concerning this 
situation include: 

• Homelessness can occur when housing is unaffordable, unsafe, 
overcrowded, or unsuitable, and when there is a lack the support 
necessary to maintain stability.  

•  A form of homelessness occurs when people live in temporary 
accommodations such as bunking with family or friends or staying in a 
hotel.  

• Absolute homelessness happens when people are staying in 
emergency shelters or sleeping in places not intended for permanent 
shelter such as in cars or under bridges. 



For Consideration  
Research shows that the impact of experiencing homelessness on children includes the 
negative consequences: 

• Poor health 

• Inadequate nutrition 

• Deficient hygiene 

• Low self-esteem; 

• Hesitancy to form relationships with peers 

• Difficulty trusting people 

• Short attention span 

• Aggressive behavior 

Importantly, being unhoused presents significant barriers to school success. 



 For Consideration
Homelessness by the Numbers

• 29% of homeless families are headed by a working adult, usually the mother. 

• More than half of homeless mothers do not have a high school diploma. 

• The number of homeless children in America is estimated at 2.5 million. 

• Homeless children experience four times as many respiratory infections, 
twice as many ear infections and are four times more likely go have asthma. 

• Homeless people have an average life expectancy of just 50 years.



THREE BASIC DECISION MODELS 

1.  Cost-Benefit Decision Model: To decide whether or not to do something—when the choice 
is “yes” or “no” 

2.  Cost-Benefit Decision Tree: To help decide between two choices. In essence, it combines 
two Cost-Benefit models 

3.  PACED Decision Model: Used when there are various options/alternatives but also certain 
things/criteria that are important to you.  Problem; Alternatives; Criteria; Evaluate; 
and Decision

 For Consideration 

Making Decisions  

https://vcee.org/economic-decision-making/ 



Life Defining Decisions  



Story Synopsis: When 11-year-old Piper and her 
family move into a homeless shelter, she misses 
her former life. She discovers new friends at Hope 
House, including a street dog named Baby. Soon 
Piper finds she must protect Baby from being 
taken away for good when his person goes 
missing.

Publisher:  HarperCollins 

Copyright Date: 2020 

Reading Level: 4.1 

Interest Level: 4-7

Stay 
By Bobbie Pyron



Stay Lesson Plan



Story Synopsis: Nine-year-old Jackson Wade and his family are facing some 
very real problems; hunger, parental illness, joblessness, unpaid bills, and 
possible homelessness. When Jackson was five, he and his family were 
forced to live in their car due to their financial circumstances. Not wanting 
to repeat this experience, he finds himself assuming the role of an adult 
and is shouldering major stress.  It’s no wonder an imaginary friend from 
childhood shows up to help him cope with the seriousness of his family’s 
situation. 

Publisher: Square Fish 
Copyright Date: 2017 
Reading Level: 3.8 
Interest Level: 5-9

CRENSHAW 
by Kathrine Applegate





Crenshaw Lesson Plan



https://www.kansascityfed.org/documents/2876/teachingresources-Crenshaw-Lesson-Plan.pdf





Story Synopsis:  Maya, a fifth grader at a distinguished private 
school, is having a tough time after tragedy strikes her family. 
Her father is in the hospital, her mother can no longer work, 
their landlord sold their house and they can no longer afford to 
pay rent. Deciding to keep these changes from her friends is 
taking its toll.  As if living in a shelter with her mom and younger 
sister weren’t challenging enough, dealing with dangerous 
environments, food insecurity, lack of privacy, and school bullies 
make her life difficult to navigate. 

Shelter 
by Christie Matheson 

Publisher: Random House 
Copyright Date: 2021 
Reading Level: 4.7 
Interest Level: 4-7



Making Choices 

What Would You Take?





Challenge your students with this picture book!





https://media.btsb.com/TitleLessonPlans/3988.pdf



Children’s Chapter Books Featuring Homelessness



For Discussion 
• Do children’s books about homeless help students? If so, how?  

• Have you noticed that people are experiencing poverty or 
homelessness in your community? 

• Do you have resources or privileges that make it easier to 
live above the poverty line? 

• What community resources, such as a thrift store or food pantry, 
are available to support people to meet basic needs? How do 
these resources help the community as a whole?



CEE Affiliates

https://www.councilforeconed.org/resources/local-affiliates/ 

https://www.councilforeconed.org/resources/local-affiliates/


Thank You to Our Sponsors!


