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How can students showcase project learning 
through creative digital formats?



EconEdLink Membership

You can now access CEE’s professional development webinars directly on 
EconEdLink.org! To receive these new professional development 
benefits, become an EconEdLink member. As a member, you will now be 
able to: 


• Automatically receive a professional development certificate via e-mail 
within 24 hours after viewing any webinar for a minimum of 45 minutes


• Register for upcoming webinars with a simple one-click process 

• Easily download presentations, lesson plan materials and activities for each 

webinar 

• Search and view all webinars at your convenience 

• Save webinars to your EconEdLink dashboard for easy access to the event


You may access our new Professional Development page here


https://econedlink.org/membership/
https://econedlink.org/professional-development/professional-development-upcoming/?view-by=dayGridMonth&currentStart=2020-Mar-1&activeStart=2020-Mar-1&activeEnd=2020-Apr-11


Professional Development Certificate

To earn your professional development certificate for this webinar, you must:


• Watch a minimum of 45-minutes and you will automatically receive a 
professional development certificate via e-mail within 24 hours.


Accessing resources: 


• You can now easily download presentations, lesson plan materials, and 
activities for each webinar from EconEdLink.org/professional-development/


http://www.econedlink.org/professional-development


Agenda
★Participant Insights


★Why Creativity?


★Tools for Creative Projects


○ Formats for Shorter Projects


○ Formats for Longer Projects


★Reflection 



 
Let’s connect!  

What course do you teach, and 
what would be your preferred 
creative outlet?


(Coloring, Drawing, Dancing, Music, Crafting, Journaling, Puzzles, 
Photography) Add your response in 

the Chat box!

Photo by Tim Mossholder on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@timmossholder?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@timmossholder?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/creativity?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/creativity?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Objectives
• Participants will:


– discover digital tech tools that can facilitate student 
learning during research


– learn relevant tasks to use with tools in their classrooms.


– reflect on the implementation into their own classroom.



Why creativity?

Research Behind the Need for Creative 
Learners



Future Skills Needed
McKinsey: Future Skills AESEducation: 21st Century Skills


Creativity allows for thinking outside 
of the box and leads to innovation.

                            The 4 C’s

https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/defining-the-skills-citizens-will-need-in-the-future-world-of-work
https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/what-are-21st-century-skills


21st Century Skills

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYfCEnTmr5o


How can I integrate digital project 
formats that foster creativity?

Formats for 

Mini Projects and Projects

1 - 2 Class Periods	 	 	 1-3 
Weeks



Part 1: Mini-Projects

How can you build creativity on shorter mini-projects?

Collages, Headlines, and Memes



Tool #1: Pic Collage
Digital Poster

• a digital picture and 
collage app that is 
compatible with 
Android, IOS, 
Chromebooks, and 
IPads

Use: Individual Insights on Research

https://piccollage.com/


Example Assignment

STEPS
Students…

1.  Are assigned a role to 

research on a debated 
topic.


2. Find 5 sources that defend 
the stance.


3. Create a digital pic collage 
to show the research and 
their thoughts on the issue.

DEBATE RESEARCH

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dszxc3df1KcFKzMspLJ7kNVjC3doMxY38NxvSGhxDjI/edit?usp=sharing


Example Pic Collage



Tool #2: Slides Mania: Headline

• A platform that allows 
access to hundreds of 
editable Google Slides 
or Powerpoint 
Templates

Use: Collaborative Insights on Research

Visible Thinking Strategy: Headline → Project Zero

https://slidesmania.com/newspaper-free-template/
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Headlines_2.pdf


Example Assignment

STEPS
Students…

1. Find/Read an article related to topic.

2. Take notes.

3. Combine their insights into a digital headline.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17eS_Dq3iBXo7KApEOe4_Z-lowDVLYTtytaYaJnp1wQo/edit?usp=sharing


Group Headlines
Made in Google Slides (Regular Template)*



Tool #3: IMG Flip
Individual Meme

• an online image maker 
where you can add text, 
images, and creative 
design to templates

Use: Individual Insights on Podcasts

Alternative Resource: Meme Generator

https://imgflip.com/
https://memegenerator.net/


Example Assignment

STEPS
Students…

1. Read an article.

2. Listen to a Podcast.

3. Create a meme of the take-

away.

MEME ASSIGNEMENT

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dszxc3df1KcFKzMspLJ7kNVjC3doMxY38NxvSGhxDjI/edit?usp=sharing


Example Memes



Participant Chat: 


What ideas do you have? What questions do you have?


Add your response in the chat box.



Part 2: Projects

How can you build creativity on projects?

Digital Books, Mind Maps, and Infographics



Tool #1: Slides Go
Digital Book

• Digital access to 
hundreds of themes 
and template for 
Google Slides and 
Powerpoint

Use: Children’s Book to Explain a Topic

https://slidesgo.com/


Example Assignment

STEPSCHILDREN’S BOOK RUBRIC
Students…

1.  Comparison 4 structures.

2. Find an appealing template.

3. Create a digital book to 

explain the differences.



Example Book

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/155pkMTnF8C1LJcfEBOId2b5Ny5fLUg58iYPskeyQJYc/edit?usp=sharing


Tool #2: Canva
   Infographic

• an online graphic 
design tool that can 
create presentations, 
social media posts, 
posters, infographics, 
and logos.

Use: Research Compilation on a Topic

https://www.canva.com/infographics/templates/


Example Assignment

STEPS
Students…

1. Gather research on a 

question.

2. Compile research into an 

Infographic Planning Sheet.

3. Create an infographic to 

display info as a cohesive 
story.

INFOGRAPHIC PLANNING

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17uLJCZU6ZiVDHVGxmtrCmP9-ggb0UztcJv-uo0P_I2k/edit?usp=sharing


Example Infographics



Tool #3: Lucid Chart
    Mind Map

• a web-based 
collaborative 
diagramming 
application that allows 
users share charts and 
diagrams

Use: Research Compilation on a Topic

https://www.lucidchart.com/pages/landing?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=_chart_en_us_mixed_search_brand_exact_&km_CPC_CampaignId=1457964857&km_CPC_AdGroupID=57044764032&km_CPC_Keyword=lucid%20chart&km_CPC_MatchType=e&km_CPC_ExtensionID=&km_CPC_Network=g&km_CPC_AdPosition=&km_CPC_Creative=442433231228&km_CPC_TargetID=kwd-55720648523&km_CPC_Country=9028309&km_CPC_Device=c&km_CPC_placement=&km_CPC_target=&gclid=CjwKCAjwqauVBhBGEiwAXOepkXiN_PshThkrVTamE5GI27vUfjNorLIJnU07bKchJ5bSjATpwhlYQxoCnuUQAvD_BwE


Example Assignment

STEPS
Students…

1. Gather research on a 

question.

2. Compile research into an 

Mind Map Planning Sheet.

3. Create a Mind Map to 

display info as a cohesive 
story.

MIND MAP PLANNING SHEET



Example Mind Maps



Review
Strategies for Integrating Review Techniques

• Research

– Creativity as a 21st Century Skill


• Mini Project Formats

– Pic Collage → Debate Billboard

– Slides Mania → Digital Headline

– Meme Generator → Podcast 

Take-Away

• Project Formats

– Canva → Infographic

– Lucid Chart → Mind Map



Reflect
How can you use these ideas in 

your classroom?

Add your response in the chat box.
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https://www.councilforeconed.org/resources/local-affiliates/
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