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EconEdLink Membership

You can now access CEE’s professional development webinars directly on EconEdLink.org! To receive 
these new professional development benefits, become an EconEdLink member. As a member, you will 
now be able to: 

• Automatically receive a professional development certificate via e-mail within 24 hours after viewing 
any webinar for a minimum of 45 minutes

• Register for upcoming webinars with a simple one-click process 
• Easily download presentations, lesson plan materials and activities for each webinar 
• Search and view all webinars at your convenience 
• Save webinars to your EconEdLink dashboard for easy access to the event

You may access our new Professional Development page here

https://econedlink.org/membership/
https://econedlink.org/professional-development/professional-development-upcoming/?view-by=dayGridMonth&currentStart=2020-Mar-1&activeStart=2020-Mar-1&activeEnd=2020-Apr-11


CEE Affiliates

https://www.councilforeconed.org/resources/local-affiliates/

https://www.councilforeconed.org/resources/local-affiliates/


Give us a follow

@JMUEconEd on Twitter, IG, Pinterest

@JMU Center for Economic Education FB page 

(linked to JMU EconEd)

https://twitter.com/JMUeconed
https://www.instagram.com/jmueconed/?hl=en
https://www.pinterest.com/jeconed/_saved/
https://www.facebook.com/JMUeconed




Objectives
Big Picture, what should you take away from these webinars?

1. The gainers gain more than the losers lose.

2. The difference between the seen and unseen about 
immigration.

3. Jobs are not a zero-sum equation.

4. People’s views on immigration oftentimes depend on 
whether immigrants are a substitute or a complement to 
their labor.



Agenda
5 mins: Introductions

15 mins: Survey and answers

10 mins: Brief history of immigration in the U.S. 

   (gallery walk activity)

10 mins: Impact of immigrants on wages 

   (using supply and demand)

5 mins: Mariel Boatlift example

10 mins: Q & A



Why Immigration?
There are a lot of topics we could cover, so why did we decide to 
dedicate 4 webinars and 3 local workshops on this topic?

1) Harrisonburg is a refugee relocation city.
2) HCPS has the greatest amount of languages spoken by their student 

population of any school division in VA (percentage-wise).
3) HCPS has the 2nd largest number of languages spoken by their 

student body based on straight numbers.
4) Immigration has always been a hot button topic.
5) There are a lot of misconceptions regarding economics around 

immigration.



Survey
Let’s take a look at what we know so far about immigration.

We aren’t going to share out any individual results, but I think it’s 
good for us to get a baseline before we get started.





Let’s answer each of these looking at 
some additional statistics and 

perspectives.



1) Do immigrants take jobs away from 
American workers?

It depends.

In the long run most economic studies show immigration has a 
net positive (at worst, neutral) impact on the labor market.

BUT, specific subsets are hurt worse than others in the short run. 

It also depends on where we are in the business cycle. In times of 
growth, immigration typically has a positive influence on job 
growth and vice versa.





Displacement Effect
The concern that immigrants push native workers out of jobs 
is a type of displacement effect in the labor market.

The displacement effect argument is one that has been used 
throughout history in many locations to argue against 
immigration.



Let’s look at a quote about the 
displacement effect:
“Few of their children in the country learn English…The signs in our 
streets have inscriptions in both languages…Unless the stream of 
their importation could be turned they will soon so outnumber us 
that all the advantages we have will not be able to preserve our 
language, and even our government will become precarious.”

In the chat: 

1) What year is this quote from?
2) Who said it?



Ben Franklin

Letter to Peter Collinson

May 9, 1753

Letter concerning German 
immigrants

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/letter-to-peter-collinson/


Unemployment and Immigration
More on this in 
tomorrow’s webinar, 
but I wanted to show 
the relationship 
between 
immigration and 
unemployment 
throughout U.S. 
history.

https://www.cato.org/blog/why-unemployment-lower-when-immigration-higher
https://www.cato.org/blog/why-unemployment-lower-when-immigration-higher
https://www.cato.org/blog/why-unemployment-lower-when-immigration-higher
https://www.cato.org/blog/why-unemployment-lower-when-immigration-higher


2) Does immigration depress wages for 
American workers?
For the most part, immigration has been consistently shown to have 
little to no impact on wages regardless of skill level or education of 
the workforce.

• It can actually HELP native workers, because they have a 
comparative advantage when it comes to management positions 
requiring communication skills.

• There is some evidence that newly arrived immigrants have a 
negative impact on wages and employment of earlier immigrants.

https://wol.iza.org/articles/do-immigrant-workers-depress-the-wages-of-native-workers/long


What do most people think?
This chart illustrates the seen vs. 
unseen argument.

Most studies consistently show 
the opposite of what many 
people think regarding 
immigrants impact on native 
worker wages.

A question to ask classes is why 
they think this opinion persists.

https://wol.iza.org/articles/do-immigrant-workers-depress-the-wages-of-native-workers/long








3) What percentage of Fortune 500 companies were 
founded by immigrants (both 1st and 2nd generation)?

The Center for American Entrepreneurship (CAE) found that in 2017, 
43% of Fortune 500 companies were either founded, or co-founded 
by first or second generation immigrants. 

That number increased to 44% in 2021.

If you look at the top 25 firms in 2017, that number increases to 52%





Entrepreneurship
So, why do so many immigrants end up being entrepreneurial?
• The economic way of thinking about immigrants and the 

entrepreneurial spirit is that they are self-selected risk takers.
What?
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leaves everything they have to risk starting a new life in a different 
country?

• That person is probably determined, dedicated and hard-working.



Entrepreneurship
So, why do so many immigrants end up being entrepreneurial?
• The economic way of thinking about immigrants and the 

entrepreneurial spirit is that they are self-selected risk takers.
What?

• Think about the decision-making process here.  What type of person 
leaves everything they have to risk starting a new life in a different 
country?

• That person is probably determined, dedicated and hard-working.
• Entrepreneurs are by nature risk-takers.  Again, think about the 

mindset of someone who would forsake a job at a major business to 
go start their own company.





History of Immigration in America



6 basic phases of immigration policy 
throughout U.S. History
Pre-1874: “Unrestricted Immigration”

1875-1920: “The First ‘Exclusion’ Laws and Centralized Control of Immigration”

1921-1964: “The National Origins Quota System and End of Anti-Asian 
Exclusion”

1965-1985: “The End of National Origins Quotas and Creation of Refugee 
Resettlement”

1986-2000: “The Rise of Immigration Control and Limiting of Immigrants’ 
Rights”

2001-present: “The Linking of Immigration Control to National Security”
Source: Immigration Policy Center: Opportunity and Exclusion: A Brief History of U.S. Immigration Policy
By Walter A. Ewing, Senior Researcher at the Immigration Policy Center of the American Immigration Council.



Gallery Walk Activity
I use the 6 phases in immigration throughout US History to 
set up a gallery walk matching laws passed with the phase in 
which the laws were passed.





Gallery Walk
Print off the following laws onto slips of paper and tape them around your 
room. Have students place the laws with the correct phase in US History.

1. Alien and Sedition Acts
2. Chinese Exclusion Act
3. National Origins Act 
4. Alien Registration Act
5. Immigration Act of 1965
6. Refugee Act of 1980
7. Immigration Reform and Control Act
8. Immigration Act of 1990
9. REAL ID Act

https://www.history.com/topics/early-us/alien-and-sedition-acts
https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/chinese-exclusion-act-1882
https://www.shsu.edu/~kmd007/documents/WinFSHD2Userskmd007ArticlesDouglas-NationalOriginsSystem-1.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/event/Smith-Act
https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/us-immigration-since-1965
https://www.archivesfoundation.org/documents/refugee-act-1980/
https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-rights/irca
https://www.boundless.com/blog/immigration-act-1990/
https://www.dhs.gov/real-id/real-id-faqs


Gallery Walk Answers
1. “Unrestricted Immigration” Phase:

Alien and Sedition Acts

2. “The First ‘Exclusion’ Laws” Phase:

Chinese Exclusion Act

3. “The National Origins Quota System” Phase:

National Origins Act & Alien Registration Act

4. “Creation of Refugee Resettlement” Phase:

Immigration Act of 1965 & Refugee Act of 1980

5. “Rise of Immigration Control” Phase:

Immigration Reform and Control Act & Immigration Act of 1990

6. “Immigration and National Security” Phase:

REAL ID Act
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Demand for immigrants in U.S. History
Between 1865 and 1920, more than 28 million immigrants came to the 
US.  

•They came in search of higher living standards.  They came to join 
relatives or friends already in America.  They came because population 
increases had led to surplus labor in many parts of Europe.  

•Some, such as Jews from Russia and Eastern Europe fled religious 
persecution.  

•But many immigrants came because they read advertisements passed 
out in their home countries, written in their own languages, urging 
them to come to America.  Like this one:





In the chat:

1) Why do you think the 
Union Pacific Railroad 
would advertise in 
Sweden?

2) How does this example 
relate to today?
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News regarding labor shortages in U.S.



“History doesn’t repeat itself, but it often rhymes”
--Attributed to Mark Twain

The push for immigrants in the late 1800s lead to a backlash 
against immigrants due to fears about job competition. 

People also worried that an influx in immigrants would drive 
down wages.  

--Let’s graph this out!
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demand for workers to fill t
he demand for 

more goods/services.



That’s half the story
The argument made that immigrants depress wages 
only takes into account the increase in population.

This is the supply side of the equation.

It leaves out the demand side of the equation.

Let’s look at an example from the 1980s to help.



Mariel Boatlift
Perhaps the most frequently cited event in U.S. history regarding the 
impact of immigration on local labor is the Mariel Boatlift from April of 
1980.

Basic background: In April of 1980, Fidel Castro announced that all 
Cubans wanting to emigrate to the U.S. were free to board boats at the 
port of Mariel.

~125,000 Cuban refugees fled to Florida between April and October of 
1980.

This event created an opportunity for economists to study the impact a 
sudden wave of immigrants might have on the local population.

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/castro-announces-mariel-boatlift


Cuban refugees came in 1,700 boats like these. 
Most were overcrowded and risked capsizing (27 
died coming to Florida).



Mariel Boatlift
The population of Miami increased by 7% 
in 42 days. This is a significant shock to 
the labor supply.

There have been a number of studies that 
looked at the impact on local workers. 



Mariel Boatlift
One major study conducted in 2017 shows the labor shock 
negatively impacted native workers who had less than a high 
school diploma, in part because many of the Cuban refugees were 
substitutes to those workers and were competing for similar jobs.

However, a number of studies have come out showing the flaws in 
the 2017 study. The follow-ups have shown a minimal impact on 
wages in the short run and no negative impact in the long run 
(possibly a positive impact).



We’ve looked at the supply-side 
impact on immigrant labor. 

What can the Mariel Boatlift 
show about the demand-side?
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Objectives
Big Picture, what should you take away from these webinars?

1. The gainers gain more than the losers lose.

2. The difference between the seen and unseen about 
immigration.

3. Jobs are not a zero-sum equation.

4. People’s views on immigration oftentimes depend on 
whether immigrants are a substitute or a complement to 
their labor.



Connections to tomorrow’s webinar
Tomorrow we will delve deeper into the idea of immigrants acting as a 
substitute or a complement for existing labor with a jigsaw puzzle activity for the 
class.

I will show you a resource you can use to explain the barriers to entry for legal 
immigrants.

We will also discuss the role immigrants play on government spending and 
earnings at both the state and federal level.

We will go over a quick check for understanding you can use with immigration 
and GDP.

We will also look at the impact of immigration on unemployment levels.



Thanks!/Questions?

8/9/2020 67

•Thank you all for attending, hopefully your 
MB › MC!

•Are there any questions?



Thank You to Our Sponsors!


