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Table 1: Calculation of the Unemployment Rate

Description

Total civilian population 229,915,000 (excluding those under 16, military,

and persons in institutions)

- Not in Labor force 77,534,000 (retired, students, individuals choosing not to work)

= Labor force 152,381,000 (total population minus those not in labor force)
- Employed 145,564,000 (individuals with jobs)
= Unemployed 6,817,000 (individuals without a job and actively searching)
Unemployment Rate = 6.817.000 = 45%

6,817,000 + 145,564,000
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Figure 1: The US Unemployment Rate since 1990

®
(=)

o N
o o
\ \

o
o
\

g w
o o
\ \

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rate
- o)
o o

0-0 T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Copyright © Council for Economic Education. Reproduction for Ed



EconEdl_mk

Figure 2. Recent Unemployment Rates in the US i mapk
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Figure 3: Seasonally Adjusted Monthly Employment
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Figure 4: Monthly Changes in Employment
1999 to 2006
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Table 2: Unemployment Statistics
by Gender, Race and Age

Adult Men 3.9%
Adult Women 4.0%
Whites 3.9%
Blacks 8.6%
Hispanics 4.9%
Teenagers 15.1%
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