
EconEdLink: Investment Options

Investment Goal Risk Return Liquidity

U.S. Treasury 
Bills, Notes 
and Bonds

Income Low, backed 
by federal 
government

Low to 
Medium

Immediate to several 
years

Corporate 
Bonds

Income Low Low to 
medium

Limited, varies from 
immediate to 30 years

Municipal 
Bonds

Income Low to 
medium

Low to 
medium

Limited, varies from 
immediate to 30 years

Stocks Income 
and growth

Medium to 
high

Potential loss 
to high returns

Immediate but timing 
could result in a loss

Real Estate Income 
and growth

Medium to 
high

Potential loss 
to high returns

Limited, a buyer may be 
difficult to find and timing 
could result in a loss

Small 
Business

Income 
and growth

Medium to 
high

Potential loss 
to high returns

Limited, a buyer may be 
difficult to find and timing 
could result in a loss

Junk Bonds Income High Potential loss 
to high returns

Immediate to 30 years

Collectibles Growth High Varies - few 
collections 
yield a profit

Limited, a buyer may be 
difficult to find and timing 
could result in a loss
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